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n o t e  f r o m  t h e  e d i t o r
FORESIGHT STAFFING CHANGES

Our appreciation to Bill Tonetti, who is stepping down from 
the Foresight Advisory Board after serving since our first is-

sue in 2005. Through his presence at Demand Works and more 
recently at Netstock, Bill has been an ongoing supporter of 
Foresight’s mission and a valuable contributor to the FAB. Thank 
you, Bill!

Filling Bill’s spot on the FAB is Ruben Crevits, Lead Data Scientist 
at OMP in Belgium, and subject of one of this 
issue’s Spotlight interviews.

Congratulations to Jeff Baker of Libra SCM, 
as he moves from the FAB to Column Editor 

for Forecasting Practice. Since his first article in 2021, Jeff has become a regular 
contributor to Foresight and a Practitioner Track speaker at the ISF. He is taking 
over for Stefan de Kok, who served in the CE role since 2021 and will remain as a 
frequent contributor (having authored three articles in 2023 with more to come 
in 2024).

TRIBUTES TO J. SCOTT ARMSTRONG (1937-2023)

On September 28 we lost a founder of the International Institute of Forecasters and one of the 
giants in our field, J. Scott Armstrong. We begin this issue with Scott’s longtime collaborators 
Kesten Green and Andreas Graefe detailing Scott’s career and broad contributions, as well as 
his generosity as a mentor and friend. Arch Woodside concludes our tributes with a summary of 
Scott’s scientific legacy.

PREVIEW OF FORESIGHT ISSUE 72

On the topic of Forecast Evaluation, Malte Tichy argues that flawed evaluation procedures create 
an incentive to provide dishonest forecasts. His article describes how to address this Forecaster's 
Evaluation Dilemma.

In our Modeling section, Ville Satopää shows the ways of combining probabilistic predictions, by 
pulling the key takeaways from his research published in the International Journal of Forecasting. 
Then Shaun Comfort, one of the rare MDs to publish in Foresight, shares a Bayesian approach 
for estimating the predictive probability of success. Stephan Kolassa completes the section by 
looking at the various methods for handling multiple seasonality, and considers the accuracy vs. 
runtime trade-off.

The Tutorial section begins a two-part series by Ken Fordyce on linear regression from a time 
series viewpoint. In this issue, Ken covers simple linear regression, with multiple regression to be 
dealt with in Q2.

Our Public Policy section examines how well social scientists can forecast societal change. Igor 
Grossmann, Christoph Bergmeir, and Peter Slattery summarize their results from large-scale 
studies and a major forecasting competition.

Niels van Hove, our Column Editor for Decision Intelligence, has organized a special feature start-
ing with his own article on decision-centric IBP. Then Lorien Pratt and colleagues illustrate the 

Jeff Baker

Sharing a laugh with Bill Tonetti, 
IBF New Orleans, 2007
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prominent role forecasters can play in contributing to decision intelligence by introducing the Causal 
Decision Diagram.

We have three Book Reviews:

• Patrick Bower on Robert Stahl’s Sales & Operations Planning – An Executive Update

•  Ira Sohn on Ajay Agrawal, Joshua Gans, and Avi Goldfarb’s Power and Prediction: The Disruptive 
Economics of Artificial Intelligence

•  Simon Spavound on Stephan Kolassa, Bahman Rostami-Tabar, and Enno Siemsen’s Demand Fore-
casting for Executives and Professionals

Our Spotlight features two of our newest Foresight Advisory Board members:

• Sevvandi Kandanaarachchi of CSIRO in Australia

• Ruben Crevits of OMP in Belgium

And in our sole Opinion-Editorial this issue, Charlie Chase of SAS and Ken Kahn of Old Dominion 
University make an appeal for the use of consumption-based forecasting.

CALL FOR PAPERS – SPECIAL FEATURE ON FORECASTING FOR THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY 

In 2024 Foresight will be publishing a special feature section on “Forecasting for the Circular Economy.” 
We welcome articles and commentaries on this topic. The circular economy involves strategies such 
as repair, remanufacturing, and recycling – all aimed at minimizing reliance on increasingly scarce 
resources. Proper management of the circular economy requires supplementary forecasts of the re-
verse “loop” (forecasts of return rates and condition) to drive scheduling and replenishment, and other 
decisions. For an example, see the Foresight article “Forecasting for Remanufacturing” (Goltsos and 
Syntetos, Issue 56, 10-17).

Questions should be directed to the section organizers, Aris Syntetos (syntetosa@cardiff.ac.uk) and 
Thanos Goltsos (goltsosa@cardiff.ac.uk). Manuscript submissions are due July 1, 2024.

CALL FOR PAPERS – THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON FORECASTING

The 2024 ISF will be held in Dijon, France, June 30 - July 3 (isf.forecasters.org). Abstract submissions 
are now being accepted for both Regular and Invited tracks. Submissions are due by March 22, with 
notification of acceptance/rejection on April 2.

— Mike Gilliland
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   Seagrove, NC

   USA

 


